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и правоохранительных органов Ташкентского государственного 
юридического университета, доктор юридических наук, профессор

О. Нарзуллаев – профессор сектора экологического права Ташкентского 
государственного юридического университета, доктор юридических наук

Ф. Махмудов – заместитель директора Института переподготовки и по-
вышения квалификации юридических кадров при Министерстве юстиции, 
доктор юридических наук, доцент

М. Кадирова – и.о. профессора сектора уголовно-процессуального права 
Ташкентского государственного юридического университета, доктор юри-
дических наук

И. Якубова – и.о. профессора сектора права интеллектуальной собствен-
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Abstract. This article provides a comprehensive legal analysis of the normative and functional roles 
of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD) in advancing sustainable agricultural development within the framework of contemporary 
international law. The research employs a case-study methodology focusing on Uzbekistan to examine 
the normative legal foundations, regulatory frameworks, institutional governance mechanisms, and 
project implementation practices that shape international agricultural cooperation. Using doctrinal 
legal analysis, comparative legal assessment, and systematic policy document review, the article explores 
both the theoretical and practical dimensions of multilateral cooperation. Particular attention is devoted 
to the incorporation, harmonization, and domestication of international legal principles, speci�ically 
the right to food, food security standards, and sustainable development obligations, into Uzbekistan’s 
national legislation and administrative practice. The study further evaluates institutional coordination, 
legal compliance mechanisms, policy coherence, and the effectiveness of development-oriented legal 
reforms in ensuring long-term agricultural sustainability and socio-economic resilience.

Keywords: sustainable agriculture, FAO, IFAD, international legal cooperation, food security, right to 
food, environmental sustainability, soft law instruments

BARQAROR QISHLOQ XO‘JALIGINI XALQARO HUQUQIY TARTIBGA SOLISH: 
O‘ZBEKISTONDA FAO VA IFAD MODELI

Xodjayeva Aziza Baxtiyorovna,
O‘zbekiston Kasaba uyushmalari Federatsiyasi huzuridagi 

Mehnat va ijtimoiy munosabatlar akademiyasi dotsenti v. b.,
yuridik fanlar bo‘yicha falsafa doktori

Annotatsiya. Mazkur maqolada zamonaviy xalqaro huquq doirasida qishloq xo‘jaligining barqaror 
rivojlanishiga ko‘maklashishda BMTning Oziq-ovqat va qishloq xo‘jaligi tashkiloti (FAO) hamda Qishloq 
xo‘jaligini rivojlantirish xalqaro jamg‘armasi (IFAD)ning normativ va funksional o‘rni har tomonlama 
huquqiy tahlil qilingan. Tadqiqotda xalqaro agrar hamkorlikni shakllantiradigan normativ-huquqiy 
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asoslar, tartibga solish tizimlari, institutsional boshqaruv mexanizmlari va loyihalarni amalga oshirish 
amaliyotini o‘rganish uchun O‘zbekiston misolida keys-stadi metodologiyasi qo‘llangan. Maqolada 
doktrinal huquqiy tahlil, qiyosiy-huquqiy baholash va siyosiy huquqiy hujjatlarni tizimli tahlil qilish 
orqali ko‘p tomonlama hamkorlikning nazariy va amaliy jihatlari tadqiq etiladi. Xalqaro huquqiy 
prinsiplarni, xususan, oziq-ovqat xavfsizligi standartlari va barqaror rivojlanish majburiyatlarini 
O‘zbekistonning milliy qonunchiligi va ma’muriy amaliyotiga implementatsiya qilish, uyg‘unlashtirish 
va moslashtirish masalalariga alohida e’tibor qaratilgan. Shuningdek, tadqiqotda qishloq xo‘jaligining 
uzoq muddatli barqarorligi va ijtimoiy-iqtisodiy mustahkamligini ta’minlashda institutsional 
muvo�iqlashtirish, huquqiy muvo�iqlik mexanizmlari, siyosatning izchilligi hamda rivojlanishga 
yo‘naltirilgan huquqiy islohotlarning samaradorligi baholanadi.

Kalit so‘zlar: barqaror qishloq xo‘jaligi, FAO, IFAD, xalqaro-huquqiy hamkorlik, oziq-ovqat 
xavfsizligi, oziq-ovqat huquqi, ekologik barqarorlik, “yumshoq huquq” vositalari

МЕЖДУНАРОДНО-ПРАВОВОЕ РЕГУЛИРОВАНИЕ УСТОЙЧИВОГО СЕЛЬСКОГО 
ХОЗЯЙСТВА: МОДЕЛЬ FAO И IFAD В УЗБЕКИСТАНЕ

Ходжаева Азиза Бахтиёровна,
доктор философии по юридическим наукам,

 и. о. доцента Академии труда и социальных отношений
при Федерации профсоюзов Узбекистана

Аннотация. В статье представлен комплексный правовой анализ нормативной и 
функциональной роли Продовольственной и сельскохозяйственной организации ООН (ФАО) 
и Международного фонда сельскохозяйственного развития (IFAD, МФСР) в обеспечении 
устойчивого развития сельского хозяйства в контексте современного международного права. 
Исследование основано на методологии кейс-стади с фокусом на Республике Узбекистан 
и направлено на изучение нормативно-правовых основ, регуляторных рамок, механизмов 
институционального управления и практики реализации проектов, формирующих 
международное сотрудничество в аграрной сфере. С использованием доктринального 
правового анализа, сравнительно-правового метода и системного анализа политико-правовых 
документов в статье раскрываются теоретические и практические аспекты многостороннего 
сотрудничества. Особое внимание уделено вопросам имплементации, гармонизации и 
адаптации международно-правовых принципов, включая право на питание, стандарты 
продовольственной безопасности и обязательства в области устойчивого развития, в 
национальное законодательство и административную практику Узбекистана. В работе 
также оцениваются институциональная координация, механизмы правового соблюдения, 
согласованность государственной политики и эффективность реформ, ориентированных 
на развитие, в обеспечении долгосрочной устойчивости сельского хозяйства и социально-
экономической устойчивости.

Ключевые слова: устойчивое сельское хозяйство, ФАО, МФСР, международно-правовое 
сотрудничество, продовольственная безопасность, право на питание, экологическая 
устойчивость, инструменты «мягкого права»

Introduction
Global food security remains a critical 

challenge in the twenty-�irst century, 
compounded by factors such as climate change, 
population growth, and socio-economic 
disparities (United Nations, 2015). The Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) reports that approximately 820 
million people worldwide remain chronically 
undernourished, highlighting the urgent need 
for sustainable agricultural development 
(FAO, 2023). 
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This phenomenon is not solely a technical 
or economic issue; it also constitutes 
a fundamental legal and human rights 
challenge. Ensuring access to adequate food 
is recognized as a core obligation under 
international human rights law, particularly 
within the framework of the right to food 
(United Nations, 1966). 

Sustainable agriculture entails an 
integrated approach that balances economic 
ef�iciency, social equity, and environmental 
stewardship.

The adoption of sustainable agricultural 
practices requires not only national policy 
reforms but also robust international legal 
cooperation (United Nations, 2015). FAO and 
IFAD are two principal United Nations entities 
that operationalize international cooperation 
in agriculture (IFAD, 2022a). FAO provides 
normative guidance, technical expertise, 
and policy frameworks, while IFAD delivers 
targeted �inancial assistance to support rural 
development projects (IFAD, 2023).

Uzbekistan serves as a signi�icant case study 
in this context. As a post-Soviet country with 
a historically centralized agricultural system, 
Uzbekistan has embarked on a comprehensive 
transformation of its agricultural sector. This 
includes modernization of land use, promotion 
of climate-resilient practices, and integration 
of international legal standards into national 
policies (UNEP, 2020). Cooperation with FAO 
and IFAD has been instrumental in advancing 
these reforms, providing both normative and 
operational support (Cotula, 2013).

This article addresses the following 
research questions:

What is the role of FAO and IFAD in promoting 
sustainable agricultural development through 
international legal cooperation?

How do normative and �inancial 
instruments of these organizations in�luence 
national policy and practice?

What lessons can be drawn from 
Uzbekistan’s experience to inform global 
strategies for sustainable agriculture?

Sustainable agriculture encompasses 
practices that meet current food and economic 
needs without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their own. 
The concept integrates three dimensions: 
economic viability, environmental protection, 
and social responsibility. In legal terms, 
sustainable agriculture is increasingly 
recognized as a framework that links human 
rights obligations, environmental law, and 
international development policies.

International instruments reinforce this 
conceptual framework. The United Nations 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
particularly Sustainable Development Goal 
2 (Zero Hunger), underscores the necessity 
of ensuring access to nutritious food and 
promoting sustainable agricultural practices. 
Other instruments, such as the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and the Paris Agreement, 
provide legal mandates for integrating 
environmental sustainability into agricultural 
development (United Nations, 2015).

The Right to Food in International Law
to adequate food is a fundamental human 
right recognized in multiple international 
legal instruments. Article 25 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 
(United Nations, 1948). And Article 11 of the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) establishes legal 
obligations for states to respect, protect, and 
ful�ill access to adequate food (United Nations, 
1966). FAO’s Voluntary Guidelines on the 
Right to Food operationalize these obligations 
by providing practical guidance for states in 
aligning policies with human rights standards.

Methods 
The study utilizes a doctrinal legal 

methodology, complemented by policy 
analysis and a country-speci�ic case study. 
This approach allows for a comprehensive 
understanding of both the legal frameworks 
and practical implementation mechanisms 
that facilitate sustainable agricultural 
development.
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In addition, research employs a doctrinal 
legal methodology as its primary analytical 
framework. The study examines binding 
international treaties, soft-law instruments, 
national legislation of Uzbekistan, and 
institutional documents of FAO and IFAD. The 
methodology includes:

Normative legal analysis of international 
instruments such as the ICESCR, the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Paris 
Agreement, and FAO Voluntary Guidelines;

Policy document review of FAO and IFAD 
strategic frameworks, project documentation, 
and country cooperation programs;

Case-study approach focusing on 
Uzbekistan’s agricultural reforms and 
institutional modernization;

Comparative legal analysis assessing the 
harmonization of international standards 
with national regulatory frameworks.

This integrated methodological approach 
allows for examination of both theoretical legal 
foundations and practical implementation 
mechanisms within international agricultural 
cooperation.

The legal dimension of sustainable 
agriculture thus extends beyond technical and 
economic considerations. States are legally 
obliged to ensure food security and promote 
agricultural practices that respect human rights, 
environmental integrity, and socio-economic 
equity. This obligation underscores the 
importance of international legal cooperation, 
particularly in countries undergoing rapid 
agricultural transformation, such as Uzbekistan.

Legal mechanisms and normative 
instruments connect with international 
cooperation in agriculture, which is facilitated 
through both binding and non-binding 
instruments. While treaties such as ICESCR 
impose direct obligations on states, soft-law 
instruments such as FAO guidelines and Codex 
Alimentarius standards play a complementary 
role (FAO, 2004).

These instruments provide �lexibility 
and technical guidance while encouraging 

harmonization of national legislation with 
international norms. International cooperation 
in the �ield of agriculture is operationalized 
through a combination of legally binding and 
non-binding instruments. Binding instruments, 
such as the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), 
create direct legal obligations for States Parties, 
including the duty to respect, protect, and ful�ill 
the right to adequate food and to implement 
policies ensuring sustainable agricultural 
development. Complementing these are 
non-binding or “soft-law” instruments, such 
as FAO technical guidelines, the Voluntary 
Guidelines on the Right to Food, and the 
Codex Alimentarius standards, which, while 
not legally enforceable, serve as authoritative 
references for harmonizing national 
legislation, promoting best practices, and 
providing technical and normative guidance to 
states. Collectively, these instruments form an 
integrated international legal framework that 
guides states in aligning domestic agricultural 
policies with recognized human rights, 
environmental, and sustainability obligations.

Normative Guidance and Technical 
Expertise: Founded in 1945, FAO operates 
as the principal international organization 
responsible for food, agriculture, and 
nutrition. Its mandate includes policy advice, 
standard-setting, technical assistance, and 
data collection. From a legal perspective, FAO 
generates soft-law instruments that in�luence 
state behavior and international agricultural 
norms. Key instruments include the Codex 
Alimentarius, guidelines on sustainable 
agriculture, and technical manuals on climate-
resilient practices.

FAO’s in�luence is particularly pronounced 
in developing countries where legislative 
and institutional frameworks are evolving. 
By providing guidance on integrating 
international legal standards into national 
policy, FAO contributes to both the normative 
and operational aspects of sustainable 
agricultural development.
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The International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD), established in 1977, 
complements FAO’s normative role by providing 
�inancial resources for rural development 
projects. Its mandate is centered on poverty 
reduction, the empowerment of smallholder 
farmers, and the promotion of inclusive 
growth. Legally, IFAD operates through loan 
agreements, grant contracts, and partnership 
frameworks that blend development �inance 
law with international institutional law.

IFAD projects often focus on capacity-
building, infrastructure development, and 
livelihood enhancement. These projects are 
instrumental in translating FAO’s normative 
frameworks into concrete outcomes, creating 
a practical link between international law and 
development interventions.

International Legal Cooperation Mechanisms 
operate through policy harmonization, 
technical assistance, and legislative integration. 
FAO guidelines are frequently incorporated into 
national legislation to align domestic laws with 
international standards. Such harmonization 
ensures regulatory coherence and strengthens 
the implementation of sustainable agricultural 
practices.

Both FAO and IFAD engage in capacity-
building initiatives that enhance institutional 
competence at national and local levels. 
Training programs, workshops, and technical 
advisory services facilitate knowledge 
transfer and support the operationalization of 
international norms.

IFAD’s project-based �inancing serves 
as a critical mechanism for translating legal 
frameworks into actionable interventions. 
Loan agreements and grants are tied to 
speci�ic objectives, such as improving water 
management, diversifying crops, or supporting 
climate-resilient farming. These mechanisms 
integrate legal obligations with development 
priorities, ensuring accountability and 
measurable outcomes.

Uzbekistan’s Cooperation with FAO 
and IFAD: Agricultural Reform and Legal 

Modernization since gaining independence 
in 1991, Uzbekistan has undertaken 
comprehensive reforms in its agricultural 
sector. Reforms focus on land privatization, 
water resource management, crop 
diversi�ication, and the introduction of modern 
technologies. Legal modernization has been 
central to these reforms, with efforts to align 
national laws with international standards 
on sustainable agriculture, food safety, and 
environmental protection. As demonstrated 
in Table below.

Results 
The study reveals several signi�icant 

�indings.
First, FAO contributes primarily through 

normative and technical instruments. Its 
guidelines, standards (including Codex 
Alimentarius), and policy frameworks 
facilitate harmonization of national 
agricultural legislation with international 
sustainability principles. In Uzbekistan, FAO 
has supported food safety reforms, climate-
resilient agriculture policies, and institutional 
capacity-building initiatives.

Second, IFAD plays a complementary 
operational role by providing �inancial 
assistance and development-based legal 
mechanisms, including loan agreements, grant 
frameworks, and rural development projects. 
These interventions have strengthened rural 
livelihoods, improved irrigation systems, and 
enhanced agricultural productivity.

Third, the integration of international 
legal principles into Uzbekistan’s national 
legislation demonstrates a progressive 
alignment with global sustainability and 
human rights standards. The incorporation of 
soft-law instruments has reinforced domestic 
regulatory frameworks related to food 
security, environmental sustainability, and 
rural governance.

Collectively, FAO’s normative guidance 
and IFAD’s �inancial mechanisms create 
a synergistic model of international legal 
cooperation.
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Figure. FAO in Uzbekistan

Discussion
FAO has provided technical assistance 

in drafting national strategies, establishing 
food safety standards, and developing 
climate-resilient agricultural policies. IFAD 
has �inanced projects that strengthen rural 
institutions, support smallholder farmers, and 
enhance food security.

The collaboration between Uzbekistan, 
FAO, and IFAD has yielded tangible outcomes:

Improved agricultural productivity 
through the adoption of sustainable farming 
practices.

Enhanced institutional capacity in 
regulatory agencies and local governance 
structures (FAO & IFAD, 2019).

For proof, within this framework, 
institutional strengthening has been 
operationalized through targeted capacity-
building interventions aimed at improving 
policy coordination, regulatory oversight, 
and evidence-based decision-making in the 
agricultural and rural development sectors. In 
particular, the introduction of performance-
based planning mechanisms, strengthened 
monitoring and evaluation systems aligned 
with the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), and the digitalization of administrative 
procedures have enhanced transparency and 
regulatory predictability at the national level. 
At the subnational level, district governance 
structures (hokimiyats) have bene�ited 
from training in participatory planning, 
gender-responsive budgeting, and improved 
procurement and �inancial management 
procedures, thereby increasing accountability 
and inclusiveness in rural development 
initiatives. 

Furthermore, regulatory improvements 
in rural �inancial institutions, including 
strengthened risk assessment standards 
and enhanced supervisory compliance, 
have contributed to more resilient and 
inclusive rural credit systems. These reforms 
collectively demonstrate measurable 
progress in institutional professionalism, 
inter-agency coordination, and alignment 
with international development standards, 
thereby reinforcing Uzbekistan’s capacity 
to implement sustainable agricultural 
transformation and ful�ill its international 
development commitments. 

As an analytical conclusion, it can be stated 
that the enhancement of institutional capacity 
under the COSOP for 2019–2024 is evidenced 
by the following:



128 YURIDIK FANLAR AXBOROTNOMASI / ВЕСТНИК ЮРИДИЧЕСКИХ НАУК / REVIEW OF LAW SCIENCES

12.00.10 – XALQARO HUQUQ

E-ISSN 2181-1148
ISSN 2181-919Х

2026-YIL 1-SON
VOLUME 10 

ISSUE 1 / 2026

- Increased transparency in regulatory 
processes;

- Strengthened inter-agency coordination 
mechanisms;

- Adoption and implementation of 
international standards;

- Professionalization of local governance 
structures;

- Reinforced accountability and participatory 
governance principles.

These outcomes demonstrate that the 
process of institutional strengthening was not 
merely declarative but constituted a practical, 
systematically implemented reform that can 
be measured and assessed through concrete 
indicators.

Strengthened legal frameworks that 
integrate international norms on food security 
and sustainable development. Increased 
rural livelihoods and reduced poverty levels 
through IFAD-supported projects. (FAO, 
2021).

This case demonstrates that coordinated 
legal and �inancial interventions can 
signi�icantly enhance the effectiveness of 
agricultural development policies.

Despite positive outcomes, challenges 
persist. Institutional fragmentation, limited 
administrative capacity, and environmental 
pressures pose obstacles to full 
implementation. Addressing these challenges 
requires continued international cooperation, 
strengthened legal frameworks, and adaptive 
governance strategies.

  The Uzbekistan case exempli�ies the 
complementary roles of FAO and IFAD in 
operationalizing international legal norms 
in the agricultural sector. FAO provides 
normative guidance that informs policy 
development, legislative reforms, and the 
alignment of national laws with international 
treaties, including the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(ICESCR) and the FAO Voluntary Guidelines 
on the Right to Food. IFAD, in turn, delivers 
targeted �inancial and technical assistance, 

enabling the practical implementation of 
these norms through rural development 
projects, capacity-building programs, and 
support for smallholder farmers. Together, 
these organizations facilitate a comprehensive 
approach to sustainable agriculture that 
integrates legal obligations, technical 
expertise, socio-economic development 
objectives, and environmental stewardship.

Key lessons from the Uzbekistan case 
study include:

Integration of Soft-Law Instruments:
The harmonization of FAO guidelines, Codex 
Alimentarius standards, and other soft-
law instruments within national legislation 
ensures sustainability and strengthens the 
legal basis for food security, agricultural 
biodiversity protection, and rural livelihoods.

Financial and Technical Support: 
Operationalizing international norms requires 
both funding and expertise. IFAD’s micro�inance 
schemes, infrastructure development, and 
technology transfer programs have been 
crucial in translating normative guidance into 
actionable outcomes on the ground.

Adaptive Governance and Environmental 
Resilience: Effective agricultural governance 
must respond to dynamic environmental 
and socio-economic challenges. Uzbekistan’s 
experience highlights the importance of 
policies that integrate climate adaptation, 
soil conservation, and sustainable water 
management to mitigate risks associated 
with deserti�ication, salinization, and water 
scarcity.

Water Resource Management: Given 
Uzbekistan’s arid climate, sustainable 
agriculture cannot be achieved without 
comprehensive water management strategies. 
FAO and IFAD-supported initiatives promote 
ef�icient irrigation techniques, such as drip 
and sprinkler systems, modernization of canal 
networks, and water-saving technologies. 
Legal frameworks aligned with international 
water law and regional water-sharing 
agreements, such as those governing the Syr 
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Darya and Amu Darya rivers, enhance equitable 
allocation and protection of transboundary 
water resources (United Nations, 1997; 
UNEP, 2020; Interstate Commission for Water 
Coordination of Central Asia, 2020).

Socio-Economic and Community 
Engagement: Strengthening farmers’ capacity 
to adopt water-ef�icient practices and 
sustainable cultivation methods requires 
participatory governance, local knowledge 
integration, and community-driven 
monitoring mechanisms. This approach 
reinforces the realization of the right to food 
and promotes resilient livelihoods.

These insights have broader implications 
for global strategies on sustainable agricultural 
development. They emphasize the centrality 
of international legal cooperation, the building 
of institutional and technical capacity, and the 
creation of multilevel support mechanisms 
that include not only �inancial and 
technical assistance but also environmental 
management and water governance. 

The Uzbekistan case demonstrates 
that achieving sustainable agriculture in 
water-scarce regions requires a synergistic 
combination of legal frameworks, operational 
support, and adaptive water and land 
management policies, providing a model 
for other countries facing similar agro-
environmental challenges.

The scienti�ic novelty of this research is 
manifested in the following:

1. For the �irst time, the issue of 
international legal regulation of sustainable 
agriculture is examined comprehensively 
through an integrated analysis of the activities 
of the Food and Agriculture Organization 
and the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development, substantiating a synergistic 
model that combines normative (soft-law) 
and operational (�inancial-legal) mechanisms.

2. The interconnection between the right 
to food within the system of international 
economic and social rights and national 
agricultural policy is doctrinally and 

comparatively analyzed using the case of 
Uzbekistan.

3. The legal mechanism of incorporation 
of FAO soft-law instruments (including the 
Voluntary Guidelines and Codex Alimentarius 
standards) into domestic legislation is 
systematized and their normative in�luence is 
critically assessed.

4. IFAD’s loan, grant, and project-based 
�inancing mechanisms are examined from the 
perspective of international institutional law, 
highlighting their role in modernizing national 
agricultural governance frameworks.

5. The degree of coherence between 
Uzbekistan’s international legal obligations 
(including ICESCR, SDG 2, and climate-related 
agreements) and its domestic agricultural 
reforms is systematically evaluated for the 
�irst time.

6. A conceptual “Normative–Operational 
Synergy Model” is proposed, according to 
which:

- FAO provides normative and methodological 
foundations;

- IFAD ensures �inancial and institutional 
implementation;

- The State performs incorporation and 
enforcement functions.

7. Measurable criteria for assessing 
institutional capacity enhancement (regulatory 
transparency, inter-agency coordination, 
implementation of international standards, 
professionalization of local governance 
structures) are theoretically systematized and 
supported with practical indicators.

Conclusion
Sustainable agricultural development 

necessitates a multidimensional approach that 
integrates economic ef�iciency, environmental 
stewardship, and social equity. The role of 
international legal cooperation is pivotal in 
this context, as evidenced by the normative 
and operational activities of specialized 
agencies such as the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) and the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). 
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Binding legal instruments, including the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and particularly 
Article 11 on the right to adequate food, 
impose positive obligations on States to 
ensure the progressive realization of food 
security through sustainable agricultural 
policies. These obligations are reinforced 
and operationalized through non-binding 
instruments such as the FAO Voluntary 
Guidelines on the Right to Food, Codex 
Alimentarius standards, and other technical 
frameworks that facilitate the harmonization 

of domestic law with international norms.
Uzbekistan’s experience illustrates that 

coordinated legal, policy, and operational 
interventions, aligned with these international 
instruments, can effectively enhance national 
food security, promote rural development, 
and safeguard the human right to adequate 
food. This case underscores the importance 
of integrating international treaty obligations, 
soft-law guidance, and domestic regulatory 
frameworks to achieve both normative 
compliance and practical outcomes in 
sustainable agricultural governance.
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